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This Saturday wasn’t the fi rst time Nora 
Yue Han, a graduate student from Tianjin, 
China, has celebrated Chinese New Year 
in Bowling Green.
“The fi rst time, I came to the church 
with my friends to see how it was,” Han 
said.  “This time I have many friends sing-
ing, so I came to see them.”
This is the fi fth year that Living Hope 
Baptist Church at 1805 Westen Ave. has 
hosted the Chinese New Year event.
Assistant chemistry professor Rui 
Zhang has attended the service every year, 
and said it’s open to everyone.
“This event uses the opportunity for all 
Chinese — mostly Chinese students — to 
do activities,” he said.
This year marks the Year of the Tiger, 
or Geng Yin by its formal name. It is the 
year 4707 in the Chinese calendar, accord-
ing to www.chinapage.com
Ryan Lu, a graduate student from 
Dalian, China, has attended the service 
before and said he hoped his experience 
would be the same.
“A few years ago, they showed us what 
it was like in China during the new year,” 
he said. “That was my favorite part of the 
service.”
The ceremony began at 4:30 p.m., with 
children performing traditional Chinese 
songs for the audience.  After the chil-
dren’s performance, a group of women 
performed the hymn “The God” in Chi-
nese. Headphones were available for those 
who needed translation.
The choir group added male singers 
and performed “Come, Thou Fount of 
Every Blessing” in Chinese. Then, with 
assistance from members of the audience, 
the group performed the same song in 
English.
After the choir sang hymns, different 
members of the church came forward to give 
their testimonies about becoming Christians.
A Bowling Green studio adorned in mirrors is considered by 
some to be the equivalent of a desert with a temperature reaching 
more than 100 degrees.
It’s where the tortoise, camel and eagle appear side by side daily. 
These animals’ names are Hot Yoga positions.
“Exhale wide … Good, now lengthen, lengthen, lengthen, stretch 
as far as you can,” said Tony Bishop, owner of Hot Yoga Bowling 
Green, 730 Fairview Ave.
 It was 105 degrees and getting hotter. Sweat trickled down Bish-
op’s black and white skull bandana onto his rosy face as he directed 
the yoga class with a calm, reassuring voice. 
For Bishop, hot yoga is a discipline and a daily practice.
“It’s become a routine,” he said. “You eat and sleep and do yoga 
every day, just as you live your life every day and make a living.”
Hot yoga classes are in a heated room to allow for deeper muscle 
movement and help remove toxins in the body through sweat, ac-
cording to the Hot Yoga Bowling Green Web site.
Bishop decided to start his business two years after he had taken a 
hot yoga class for the fi rst time in Nashville and fell in love with it.
“It was everything good about everything I had ever done but all 
put together,” he said.
Bishop said he did Kung Fu, regular yoga and Tai Chi before 
doing hot yoga.
He said his overall message to people is that anyone can do hot 
yoga.
Friends and family of Western math-
ematics professor Martha “Bettina” Rich-
mond are offering a monetary reward for 
any information on her 
murder.
Up to $10,000 is 
available for information 
leading to the arrest and 
indictment of the person 
or persons responsible 
for her murder, accord-
ing to a Western press 
release.
Police found Rich-
mond dead in her vehicle, 
which was parked in the Bowling Green 
Parks and Recreation parking lot, on Nov. 
22. Autopsy results revealed that Richmond 
died from multiple stab wounds.
Richmond’s Western ID, which police 
had thought was in her gray and black 
sports fi tness bag, was found in a mailbox 








Hot Yoga participants take the class in up to 106-degree heat at the Hot Yoga Bowling Green on Fairview Avenue.
Students celebrate Chinese New Year
BETHANY MOLLENKOF/HERALD
Friends Joy Fan and Meigan Niu both participated in various activities, including singing and 
playing violin, at the Living Hope Baptist Church Chinese New Year celebration. The Chinese 
New Year is one of the most important Chinese holidays, and 2010 is the year of the Tiger.
By LINDSAY KRIZ
news@chherald.com
SEE CHINESE, PAGE 3
Hot Yoga basics
Exercise your mind and body with 
these fi ve hot yoga positions:
■ Eagle– Place one arm under the 
other arm. Then, place one leg over the 
other, and straighten your back.
■ Standing bow– Bring your arm out 
into a 90 degree angle. Bend your body 
forward, and grab the leg opposite 
from the outstretched arm, stretching 
it as high to the ceiling as possible.
■ Pigeon– Sit down on the fl oor with 
your head down and one leg bent 
while the other leg is behind you.
■ Triangle– Start out in a wide leg 
stance. Make a 90 degree angle with 
your outer foot. Drop down low. Point 
one hand to the sky and one hand to 
the earth.
■ Awkward chair– Come up on your 
toes, and then sit back like you’re in a 
chair.
Source: Tony Bishop, 
owner of Hot Yoga Bowling Green
Heatin' up
Local business off ers unique way to shape up
By MARY BARCZAK    |    news@chherald.com
SEE SHAPE UP, PAGE 3
Parking and Transportation staff 
members are asking for input on the 
future of parking at Western.
In a series of open forums on Mon-
day, Parking and Transportation staff 
outlined possible changes to the cur-
rent parking permit system and invited 
faculty, staff and students to ask ques-
tions and voice their opinions.
Officials will host additional fo-
rums on Wednesday in the Mass Me-
dia Auditorium at noon and 3 p.m.
Jennifer Tougas, director of Park-
ing and Transportation, proposed two 
possible alternatives to the current 
parking permit system, where there 
are an unlimited number of permits 
and permit holders can park anywhere 






SEE PARKING, PAGE 7
SEE REWARD, PAGE 3
21050004(39)-01/10-GRD
HPV Fact #16:
It is estimated that each minute 
in the US, there is a new case of 
genital warts.
HPV Fact #8: 
Guys can’t get screened for HPV. 
So there’s no way to know if a guy 
has the virus or is passing it on.
hpv.com
Copyright © 2010 Merck & Co., Inc. 
All rights reserved. Printed in USA.
Why risk it
Visit your campus health center.
we have a pile of shirts to give away. 
watch for us each tuesday. 
you never know where we’ll be.
2 FEBRUARY 16, 2010COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD
Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box 
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips 
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.
For additional content and 
multimedia visit us at
It all started with a late-night trip to the lo-
cal pet store.
“We were obsessed. We would go to the pet 
store like every night,” said Michelle Epley. “And 
that is where we fell in love with ferrets.”
Michelle and Stephen Epley, a young ani-
mal-loving couple, would spend their nights 
wandering through pet stores, cruising the 
aisles looking at the dogs, cats and fi sh.
But the one animal that really caught their 
attention was a ferret.
“I just think they are hilarious. They are 
cute, sweet and funny. They don’t really in-
teract that much, but they just crack you up,” 
Stephen said, laughing.
Before the couple knew it, their pair of fer-
rets grew to fi ve. Through the years, the num-
ber has continually grown.
 The Epleys foresee the numbers continuing 
to grow because they’re starting their own fer-
ret rescue effort, Little Hearts Ferret Rescue, 
Stephen said.
The couple and their children have 18 fer-
rets and a number of other animals that live 
with them.  Eight of the ferrets are family pets, 
and 10 are rescue pets that they hope people 
will adopt. 
Having that many pets requires daily clean-
ing, caring and loving, the couple said. The 
ferrets also need to be taken to the veterinarian 
for check-ups and shots, as well as to be neu-
tered or spayed.
Special feed is ordered and shipped to the 
Epleys’ home, and expenses can run high. 
“Taking a ferret in a bad situation, and mak-
ing its life better is what this is all about,” Mi-
chelle said. “It’s about unconditional love.”
The couple hopes to see their rescue move 
into a full-time organization in the future.
"A Thousand Words" is a weekly photo essay that tells 







■ Robert Rutledge reported on Feb. 13 that 
the passenger side window of his vehicle was 
damaged in the Agriculture Exposition Center 
lot, and a purse was stolen from the vehicle. 
The value of the damage and theft was $625.
■ Cornelius Bowman, Bowling Green, 
reported on Feb. 13 that his side mirror 
was broken off  in the Pearce-Ford lot. The 
value of the damage was $150.
■ Quanisha Shanice Humphrey, Poland 
Hall, reported on Feb. 13 that $75 was sto-
len while she was asleep in her dorm.
■ Desirea Alicia Ann Stoudemire, Poland, 
reported on Feb. 13 that her wallet and 
cash were missing from her room after she 
returned from the bathroom. The value of 
the theft was $145.
■ Justin Rexing and Toby Grainger, both 
of Bowling Green, reported on Feb. 12 that 
items were stolen from them in Tate Page 
Hall. The value of the thefts were $750.
Arrests
■ David William Spalding, Lebanon, was 
arrested on Feb. 12 and charged with driv-
ing under the infl uence. He was released 
the same day on a $500 bond.
■ Zachary Stratton, Barnes-Campbell 
Hall, was arrested on Feb. 12 and charged 
with possession of marijuana and drug 
paraphernalia in the Adams Street lot. 
He was released the same day on a court 
order.
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Check the back of your ticket to receive a Buy 1 get 1 FREE 
Culver’s Double Deluxe Sandwich with Purchase of Large Pepsi.
WKU Student Discount
Not Valid With Any 
Other Offer
4903 Scottsville Rd
Bowling Green, KY  42104 (309) 530-2951




Purchase online www.franklinsimpsonarts.org, or
at the Gallery on the Square, 270-586-8055
Tickets are $20 reserved, $12 General admission.
For more than three decades, the story of Ladysmith Black Mambazo has been just as much about 
physicality and choreography as it has been about brilliant vocal harmonies.  For this GRAMMY-winning a 
cappella group that merges South African music and dance traditions with Christ messages of 
campassion, love and global harmony, the music alone is only half the story. Simply put, Ladysmith Black 






February 25, 2010 at 7:30 PM
Goodnight Auditorium 
Franklin, KY
As enrollment goes up in colleges across 
the country, educators face the challenge of 
sustaining that growth with an uncertain fi -
nancial future.
In Kentucky, demand for higher education 
has increased at all levels, said Sue Patrick, 
communications director for the Council on 
Postsecondary Education.   
Enrollment increased about 6 percent 
from fall 2008 to fall 2009 across Kentucky’s 
public institutions, which includes commu-
nity colleges, undergraduate and graduate 
schools, Patrick said.
When the number of students increases, 
the amount of state funds per student de-
clines, Patrick said.
Nationwide, college enrollment increased 
by 3.4 percent from 2008 to 2009, according 
to an Inside Higher Ed article.
 During that time, state money for higher 
education fell by $2.8 billion, although $2.4 
billion in federal stimulus money has been 
used by many states to allow colleges to keep 
fi nancial losses at bay, according to the ar-
ticle.
Kentucky is using $70 million in fed-
eral stimulus money for higher education, 
and Western’s share of that is $5.4 mil-
lion.
That money will run out by June 30, 2011, 
and unless the General Assembly fi nds a way 
to replace it, Western will face a budget cut of 
$5.4 million.
 Economic recessions often lead to more 
students attending college, said John Hayek, 
vice president for Finance, Planning and Per-
formance for the CPE.
He said increased enrollment puts a great-
er fi nancial pressure on schools to absorb 
more students, because more space and fac-
ulty are needed.
Colleges are having to fi nd different ways 
to do business with this new fi scal reality, 
Hayek said. They must contain costs while 
maintaining quality education.
“Our institutions fi ght very hard to keep 
college affordable,” Hayek said.
He said fi nancial pressures are also get-
ting worse for students, many of whom now 
have greater debts and fewer resources.
Ann Mead, vice president for Finance and 
Administration, said in an e-mail that most 
times when colleges go through a budget 
reduction, they have been able to soften the 
impact on academic programs by raising tu-
ition.
This year, Western had a 4 percent tuition 
increase, Mead said. In the two previous 
years, tuition increases have been about 8 
percent, she said. 
President Gary Ransdell said any insights 
into the effect of losing stimulus funds would 
be speculation since the General Assembly 
has yet to make a decision about the budget 
this year.
There hasn’t been any indication that the 
budget situation is dire enough to stop enroll-
ment growth, Ransdell said. 
However, if the budget situation be-
comes very serious, growth may begin to 
undermine academic quality, he said.
“We will only grow if we can sustain 
quality,” he said.




“Anything that would advance the inves-
tigation we’d welcome,” said Barry Pruitt, 
public information offi cer for the Bowling 
Green Police Department.
Pruitt said a lot of calls come through the 
Crime Stoppers tip line, which offers cash re-
wards for anonymous crime reports. 
“This crime is a little different with a 
higher reward,” Pruitt said. “Each situation 
is unique.”
The last time a large reward was offered 
was in 1999, when a 9-year-old Bowling 
Green girl was kidnapped, he said. 
Richmond’s family and friends have been 
working closely with the Bowling Green 
police to generate awareness for leads in the 
case, said Western’s Landscape Architect 
Helen Siewers, a family friend.
Friends and family members recently de-
cided to put together a reward fund, she said.
Siewers said she wants this reward to fi rst 
and foremost bring closure.
Richmond’s widower, Tom Richmond, 
a Western mathematics professor, said he is 
grateful for the reward offering.
“We appreciate the support of friends 
and family for making this available,” he 
said.
Associate psychology professor Lance 
Hahn created the RichmondReward Face-
book page.
“I hope that the fund will keep Bettina in 
the minds of people in Bowling Green and 
that, as a result, the investigation will con-
tinue and new information will be acquired,” 
he said in a Facebook message.
Anyone having information about the 
case is asked to call Bowling Green Police 
at (270) 393-4000. If you wish to remain 
anonymous you can call South Central Ken-
tucky Crime Stoppers at (270) 781-CLUE or 
866-842-CLUE. Anyone wanting to donate 
to the reward fund should contact Richmon-
dReward@gmail.com.
“With hot yoga, it’s all individual,” 
Bishop said. “I have people who take my 
class and leave here saying, ‘I used parts 
of my body that I haven’t for 15 years.’”
Hopkinsville senior Rachel Jennings 
said she was one of Bishop’s fi rst clients. 
She said she took regular yoga in high 
school and taught it, but she likes doing 
hot yoga because it gives her a more in-
tense workout.
“Regular just wasn’t just as challeng-
ing and intense,” Jennings said. “In a hot 
yoga class, you can really feel in tune with 
your body and be with yourself.”
She said she also enjoys the mental 
workout.
“There are times when you wanna get 
up and walk out and don’t want to hold a 
pose anymore,” Jennings said. “But you 
just have to power through it.”
Alissa Arnold, the student wellness co-
ordinator at the Preston Center, said she 
thinks hot yoga isn’t for everyone, but it’s 
safe with the correct precautions. 
She said she has been teaching yoga 
for 5 years.
“If you do not do a stretch right, then it 
can hurt you,” she said. “It also is not rec-
ommended for people who are pregnant, 
have certain diseases or are taking certain 
medication.”
Bishop said hot yoga is safe as long as 
people take necessary precautions such as 
staying hydrated and well nourished.
He said people who say hot yoga is un-
safe often are unfamiliar with it.
Sierra Rhodes, a sophomore from 
Franklin, Tenn., said she’s fond of hot 
yoga because it’s a full-body workout.
“It helps you to build strength, balance 
and it is also very self centering,” she said. 
“I come out of a class, and I feel like I 
can conquer the world and get everything 
done that I need to get done.”
SHAPE UP
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Morning Gadbois, of Bowling Green, 
spoke of her experience in 2004, when she 
attended an Easter service at Living Hope.
“I learned that those who are pure-hearted 
are blessed,” she said between tears.  “After 
hearing a hymn from the book of Matthew, 
I knew I was completely blessed.  I thank 
God for the Western community, my hus-
band and the baby growing inside of me.”
Prayer was then delivered for the tradi-
tional Chinese New Year meal.  Dishes in-
cluded rice, chicken, and vegetables.
The parish feasted for about an hour be-
fore an evening of talent was displayed by 
the Chinese youth.
Hong Kong freshman Vincent Li said 
the food was his favorite part of the event.
“We ordered it from a Chinese restaurant 






THE ISSUE: The Bowling Green City 
Commission has grown uneasy over the 
status of its plan to redevelop downtown 
Bowling Green. Most of the development 
groups who previously showed interest in 
building in the downtown area have backed 
out — but not Western.
OUR VIEW: Western’s planned develop-
ments are pushing the city closer to rais-
ing the required investments in the area to 
get state funding released. Mayor Elaine 
Walker and the Bowling Green City Com-
mission need to put more trust in Western 
as a developer.
In their mission to redevelop downtown, 
Bowling Green city offi cials created a Tax 
Increment Financing district in the area — 
a project that gives the city a tax reimburse-
ment if it can attract $150 million in invest-
ment in the district.
If the millions aren’t invested by 2014, 
then Bowling Green and the developers 
could have to pay the development loans 
themselves, and private investors might 
not receive the nearly 80 percent tax break 
promised for building in the district.
With the rough economy, several devel-
opment groups and major companies who 
previously showed interest in contributing 
to the project have pulled out of the plan. 
One major contributor who has yet to 
bail is Western, which is why Bowling 
Green leaders need to be more cooperative 
with Western offi cials.
Western plans to build a new building 
for the Gordon Ford College of Business, 
non-traditional student housing, an Alumni 
Association center and administrative of-
fi ces for the campus police department.
Other ideas Western pitched involved a 
hotel, shopping center and entertainment 
area. Drawing Western students to the 
downtown area is the main objective.
Aside from the economy, an issue with 
development in the area is whether Mussel-
man Hotels, a Louisville-based hotel group, 
will build a new hotel there. The group has 
decided to take a closer look at the numbers 
before committing to build.
Mary Cohron, chairwoman of the War-
ren County Downtown Economic Devel-
opment Authority, said this isn’t something 
to worry about because the group is just 
studying the plans in greater depth.
She said there are other hotels that have 
shown interest in building if Musselman 
doesn’t.
The hotel issue is just a bump in the 
road. But some city offi cials, such as 
Walker, seem overly fl ustered by the hotel 
group’s timidity.
Instead of being fl ustered by setbacks, 
city offi cials need to focus on showing 
why investing in Bowling Green’s TIF is 
a worthwhile investment, despite economic 
diffi culties.
To that end, they should put more faith 
in Western’s ability to build in and draw 
people to the area. Working closer with 
Western could be the key to the TIF’s 
success, since the university has already 
done so much to help the city reach its 
goal.
This editorial represents the majority opin-
ion of the Herald’s 11-member editorial 
board.
















The Herald encourages 
readers to write letters 
and commentaries on 
topics of public interest. 
Here are a few guidelines:
1. Letters should not exceed 
250 words, and commentar-
ies should be about 500 
words.
2. Originality counts. Please 
don't submit plagiarized 
work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and 
commentaries MUST include 
your name, phone number, 
home town and classifi ca-
tion or title.
4. Letters may not run in 
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the 
right to edit all letters for 
style, grammar, length and 
clarity. The Herald does NOT 
print libelous submissions.
6. Letters and commentaries 
must be received by 7 p.m. 


































*Denotes editorial board 
members. The Herald 
publishes on Tuesdays and 
Fridays.
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT refl ect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine
STAFF EDITORIAL
It's all about trust
Western can help city reach its goals for downtown
have an 
opinion?
Share it with us. Write a 
letter to the editor or a 













“Absolutely nothing. I was 











“I went to my girlfriend’s 
parents’ house, and we 
had Chinese New Year. 
I bought fl owers for her 
best friend, too.”
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2009-2010 FACULTY AWARDS 
 
 
Faculty Award for Teaching 
Faculty Award for Research/Creativity 
Faculty Award for Public Service 
Faculty Award for Student Advisement 
 
Nominations for WKU full-time faculty members are now being accepted for the 2009-2010 college and university-wide Faculty 
Awards. The areas of University Libraries and Information Technology may jointly select two awardees: one for 
research/creativity and one for public service. The Bowling Green Community College may select three awardees: one for 
teaching, one for public service, and one for student advisement. Each of the other colleges - the College of Education and 
Behavioral Sciences, College of Health and Human Services, Gordon Ford College of Business, Ogden College of Science and 
Engineering, and Potter College of Arts & Letters - may select four awardees: one for teaching, one for research/creativity, one for 
public service, and one for student advisement. Only full-time faculty members are eligible for these awards, and each 
nomination must be for a single individual (joint or team nominations are not accepted). 
 
Nominations may be made using the form below or completing the nomination form available in the Office of the Provost and 
Vice President for Academic Affairs or the Academic Deans and Departmental offices.  The deadline for submitting applications 
is Friday, February 19, 2010.  The College winners of each award will be considered for the University-wide awards, and one 
overall winner in each category will be chosen. The WKU Alumni Association makes a cash award to each recipient of the 
university-wide awards and the university provides an engraved silver bowl to each.  The award winners are recognized annually 
at an appropriate ceremony. 
 
I hereby nominate           from the Department of 
 
           for the: 
 
 Teaching Award      Public Service Award  
      
 Research/Creativity Award     Student Advisement Award  
 
Nominee’s Address               
 
Phone Number        E-mail Address          
 
In support of the nomination, I would like to add the following comments:         
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
Your Name                
 
Address        City, State, Zip Code        
 
Department      Phone Number   E-mail Address       
 
___Faculty    ___Staff      ___Alumnus   ___Student  ___Other 
 
Please return form to: FACULTY AWARDS 
Office of the Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Western Kentucky University, WAB 239 
1906 College Heights Blvd. 
Bowling Green, KY 42101 
 





Benefiting Prevent Child Abuse America   
and our local Family Enrichment Center
Teams are due March 15th
ONLY first 64 will be accepted!
        
         NO professional or 
Semi-Professional players allowed
Professional referees!
$500 cash prize for winning team
Each participant gets t-shirt
contact: kdshamrockshootout@gmail.com 
FREAKY FAST DELIVERY! 
★ ★ ★ ★
©2010 JIMMY JOHN’S FRANCHISE, LLC  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.






Tripp York jokes with 
his class about how he’s 
a “bad Mennonite,” one 
who enjoys kickboxing 
despite his faith’s alle-
giance to nonviolence 
and uses technology 
more than the average 
Mennonite.
“The only thing non-
automatic in my life is 
my car locks but only 
because I can’t afford a 
new car,” said York, a 
part-time philosophy and 
religion faculty member.
York graduated from 
Trevecca Nazarene Uni-
versity in Nashville. He 
later went to Duke Uni-
versity to get his master’s 
and doctorate degrees and 
did a duel degree at Gar-
rett-Evangelical Theolog-
ical Seminary and North-
western University.
The Burlington, N.C., 
native was originally a 
theater and music ma-
jor, but after listening to 
some religious studies 
students’ conversations, 
he was so intrigued that 
he decided to double as a 
religious studies and the-
ater major.
“I’ve been acting for 
12 or 15 years, depend-
ing how far back you 
want to go” York said.
Although he now 
teaches religion, he 
hasn’t let his passion for 
the stage die. York has 
been in three plays at the 
Public Theatre of Ken-
tucky, including “The 
Outsiders,” “A Tell-Tale 
Heart” and “A Rose for 
Emily.” 
He has also done mu-
sicals.
“I can’t really sing, 
but I can harmonize with 
people pretty well,” he 
said. 
York’s love of the arts 
stretches to literature as 
well. He has four books 
under his belt that range 
from fiction to satanic 
and children’s books. 
The last two books are 
scheduled for release 
later this year. 
“If the book about 
Satan was already out, 
my intro class would 
use that, York said. “My 
book that they have now 
is really for an upper lev-
el class.”
York said religion is 
the basis for everything, 
so it’s only logical to 
study it to its highest lev-
el. But he said he doesn’t 
allow his love for reli-
gion to consume his life. 
 Amy Alverson, a ju-
nior from Whitehouse, 
Tenn. said York’s class 
isn’t boring.
 “He’s a very interest-
ing man,” she said. “I 
feel like he tells his sto-
ries from all sides.”
Though his students 
said his methods and per-
sonality are unique, York 
remains modest.
“I don’t think I’m in-
teresting,” he said with 
a laugh, his bright smile 
overpowering the rugged 
hair on his face. 
The young teacher en-
joys surfi ng, playing ev-
erything from beach mu-
sic to punk rock bands, 
kickboxing and skate-
boarding. More often than 
not, he's sporting DC Ap-
parel in the classroom.
York tries to include 
everyone in his class-
room discussions, some-
times easing the tension 
by cracking religious 
jokes during a heated 
debate or emotionally-
charged conversation.
Frankfort junior Jeff 
Sharp said York’s infor-
mal approach to class 
keeps students tuned in, 
whether or not they agree 
with his stance on the 
subject.
“Relating information 
to your students is hard,” 
Sharp said. “But he does 
it great.”
WHAT'S YOUR STORY?
Religion faculty member uses 




Tripp York, part-time philosophy and religion faculty member, is in his fi rst year at Western. 
York said his favorite part of teaching is when students are combative and come back with 
questions every day.
■ NEWS BRIEF
Snell Hall dedicated Monday
Snell Hall was dedicated Monday afternoon.
The $24 million building is part of Western’s sci-
ence campus. It’s fi ve-stories tall and includes class-
rooms, lecture rooms, instructional labs and research 
labs for the following majors: chemistry, biology, com-
puter science, engineering, geography and geology, ac-
cording to a Western press release.
President Gary Ransdell said Snell is the fi rst part of 
the seven-phase revival of the Ogden College of Sci-
ence and Engineering, according to the release.
The renovations will help boost the  SKyTeach 
program, which works to train more science and math 
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Early Bird Special 
Get your picture taken Tuesday & Wednesday 
and receive FREE shipping!!!Gary did it,
So should you.
Get your portrait taken for 
the 2010 Talisman
Underclassmen, Faculty &  Staff
Feb. 16-19 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Mass Media room 235
*** Walk-ins are welcome for underclassmen***
Senior 
Feb. 22, 24 & 26:  9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Feb. 23 & 25:  12 to 8 p.m.
Mass Media room 232
*** SENIORS: YOU MUST MAKE AN APPOINTMENT ***
www.ouryear.com, School Code 367
Reserve your FREE copy on TopNet Today!!!
www.wku.edu/Talisman
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Forum to cover 
minority issues
The Black Student Alli-
ance, a student-run organi-
zation, will host Minority 
Future on the Hill today at 6 
p.m. in the Mass Media Au-
ditorium. 
The annual event is an 
open forum to discuss issues 
facing minorities on campus. 
Louisville senior Thomas 
Harris, the BSA president, 
said he hopes at least 200 
people attend, and he looks 
forward to the meeting be-
cause he wants to make the 
BSA stronger. 
 Harris said scholarships 
and fi nancial aid, minority 
leadership, tuition and black 
faculty employment will be 
the primary topics discussed 
at the forum.
He also wants to focus on 
Downing University Center 
renovations. 
Panelists include Michael 
Crowe, director of Judicial 
Affairs; Howard Bailey, vice 
president for Student Affairs; 
Kenneth Johnson, student 
activities coordinator; Scott 
Taylor, director of Univer-
sity Centers and Leadership; 
John Osborne, vice president 
for Campus Services and Fa-
cilities; and President Gary 
Ransdell.
“It’s always good to hear 
from students,” Ransdell 
said. “It is always helpful 
hearing from African-Amer-
ican students — I don’t want 
to assume the issues and con-
cerns or aspirations.”  
—Hanna Demirjian
The first alternative is called 
“designated parking” and would 
guarantee the permit holder a 
parking spot in select lots and 
would offer fewer permits than 
the current system, according 
to Tougas’s presentation at the 
forum.
While this system would 
lead to less traffic and higher 
customer satisfaction, it would 
call for increased enforcement, 
Tougas said.
The price of permits would 
go up due to increased enforce-
ment costs and less revenue 
from permit sales, she said.
Kevin Werner, information 
technology consultant for Park-
ing and Transportation, justified 
the cost increase.
“What do you spend more on 
in a year — a parking permit or 
gasoline?” Werner said. “If you 
spend an extra ten minutes a 
day looking for a parking spot, 
think of all the extra gas you’re 
using.”
The second alternative to the 
current permit system is called 
“hybrid” parking, according to 
the presentation.
In this system, parking lots in 
the center of campus would be 
designated parking areas while 
lots on the perimeter of campus 
remain hunting-licensed areas, 
Tougas said.
Everyone would be guaran-
teed a permit, but if demand for 
parking is high, some permit 
holders may be frustrated with 
where they have to park, Tougas 
said.
Karin Egloff, French profes-
sor and the only noon forum 
attendee, said that she is inter-
ested in the hybrid model.
“I like the idea that you’re 
keeping the gated lots as they 
are,” Egloff said.
Tougas said if Parking and 
Transportation implements a 
new system, it would most like-
ly not begin until fall 2011.
In addition to parking, the 
forum also covered plans to ex-
pand transit services.






■ What: Discussion of the 
future of parking at Western
■ When: Noon and 3 p.m. 
Wednesday
■ Where: Mass Media 
Auditorium
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Senior sprinter Ennis Jones ad-
mitted that he didn’t run so well last 
season and said he reminds himself 
of that often when preparing for rac-
es this year.
Even if Jones sees areas he 
could’ve improved, most people 
wouldn’t. As a junior, he repeatedly 
competed on Western's NCAA-qual-
ifying 4x100 relay team that eventu-
ally won the Mideast Region.
“He is really maturing both men-
tally and physically,” Head Coach 
Erik Jenkins said. “We expect him 
to keep moving forward in a positive 
manner.”
A transfer from Riverside Com-
munity College in California in his 
second year at Western, Jones has 
proven to be a valuable asset to the 
team, especially in the 4x400-meter 
relay.
He has run the anchor leg in all 
three of the men’s victories this sea-
son, including Saturday at the Grand 
Valley State Big Meet in Allendale, 
Mich.
Sophomore sprinter Tory Wom-
ack said the team talked about meet-
ing the NCAA provisional time to 
qualify for nationals before Satur-
day’s run.
The team came up just short.
“It was a little close coming down 
to the anchor leg,” Jones said. “I just 
listened to our coach, who told me 
to get out hard. Coming up to the 
last 100 (meters), I just brought it 
home.”
Because the track was so slow, 
Jones said he wasn’t as concerned 
with his speed as his comfort level.
“I’m pretty much on schedule to 
do well during the (next) race,” he 
said.
Jones added two other top-fi ve 
fi nishes to round out his weekend, 
winning the 200-meter race before 
fi nishing second to teammate senior 
sprinter Terrill McCombs in the open 
400-meter run.
“I felt pretty good during the 
race,” Jones said of the 200. “I got 
out well and controlled the race 
through the turn.”
It took McCombs’ fastest time of 
the season to beat Jones in the open 
400.
“I got out a little slower than I 
wanted to, but I fi nished strong,” 
Jones said.
He was not the only Topper to 
shine last weekend, though.
Senior distance runner and four-
time All-American Janet Jesang ran 
well enough to automatically quali-
fy for nationals in the 5,000-meter 
race at the Husky Classic in Se-
attle.
That marks the second event she 
has automatically qualifi ed for this 
season.
Including her provisional time in 
the one-mile run, Jesang has now 
secured the opportunity to run in the 
3,000 and 5,000-meter races, as well 
as the mile run when nationals roll 
around.
Jenkins said she will probably 
run in one or possibly two of those 
events but not all three.
Jones working toward 
self satisfaction as senior
TRACK & FIELD
By M. BLAKE HARRISON
sports@chherald.com
Western snapped a 
fi ve-game road losing 
streak last Saturday at 
Arkansas-Little Rock, but 
the Toppers are 2-7 in true 
road games this season.
Head Coach Ken Mc-
Donald said that trend 
needs to change soon.
“I think the progress 
part was important, but 
you need some wins to 
get some confi dence go-
ing,” McDonald said. 
“I do think this group 
believes we can get this 
done at a high level, and I 
think that’s important.”
To fi nish strong, junior 
forward Sergio Kerusch 
said the Toppers need to 
play like they have their 
backs against the wall — 
just like they did at the 
end of last season.
“We’re just going out 
there, and we’re going 
to leave our hearts on the 
fl oor like we did last year. 
It’s do-or-die time,” Ker-
usch said. “It’s very cru-
cial, not only to show that 
we can string wins back-
to-back but also to get 
that momentum heading 
into the tournament that 
hopefully carries over.”
McDonald said it’s im-
portant that the Toppers 
don’t let down against South 
Alabama before Western 
peeks ahead to Saturday’s 
game against Arkansas 
State — who sits atop the 
Sun Belt’s West Division 
— or the conference tour-
nament, held March 6-9.
Western still hasn’t 
reached its peak of men-
tal fatigue and consistent 
40-minute efforts, he said.
“It’s one day at a 
time,” McDonald said. “I 
hate to say that to sound 
coachspeak… we really 




I think the 
progress part 
was impor-
tant, but you 
need some 





While Western played 
consistently well last sea-
son, Finwood said he ex-
pects the team to make 
strides throughout the year.
“I think it will be a 
group that will continue to 
improve as the season goes 
along, because we’ve got 
some younger guys that 
either have not played a 
lot or are playing for the 
fi rst time,” Finwood said. 
“Those guys can do it. 
They just got to go out and 
perform.”
Rice will be back this 
year to lead the Western 
offensive attack a season 
after he averaged .399 at 
the plate and set a West-
ern record with 101 hits 
throughout the season.
Rice expects big things 
from the lineup, but he 
said the pitching staff this 
year is the best he has 
seen while at Western.
Senior pitcher Matt 
Ridings will return for his 
senior year to anchor the 
pitching staff after lead-
ing the team in wins the 
past three years.
“Ridings is throwing 
the ball better than I’ve 
ever seen him throw it,” 
Finwood said. “He’s really 
going to be tough to deal 
with for opposing hitters.”
A lot of pressure was 
taken off the pitching 
staff last year as the of-
fense had 25 games in 
which they scored more 
than 10 runs.
Senior closer Bart Cart-
er said he’s still confi dent 
in the Toppers’ offense, 
but Carter knows the 
pitching staff can also get 
the job done if needed.
Finwood said he hopes 
for further success from 
his team this year, but he 
expects a big challenge in 
replicating last season’s 
success.
“It’s tough to get to 
this level, but it’s even 
tougher to get to the next 
level,” Finwood said.
The Toppers begin 
their season Friday with 
a three-game home series 
against Kent State.
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For Rent
Against Lipscomb, West-
ern matched the Lady Bisons 
with four hits. But because 
of a wild pitch by freshman 
Kim Wagner that hit the fi rst 
Lipscomb batter of the game 
and two critical fi elding er-
rors, the Lady Toppers could 
not rally.
In their fi nal game of the 
tournament against SIU-Ed-
wardsville, the Lady Toppers’ 
offense managed just two hits 
in a seven-inning game.
Head Coach Tyra Perry 
said the performance could 
be attributed to nerves.
“We came out and played 
hard,” Perry said. “We just 
have to clean it up a little bit 
and continue doing the things 
we know will make us a good 
team and that we are capable 
of doing.”
Besides the dismal losses 
of the weekend, the Lady 
Toppers made game rally to 
win 4-3 over Central Arkan-
sas.
The Bears held a 3-1 lead 
in the fi fth inning over the 
Lady Toppers, but in the sev-
enth inning, senior Brooke 
Reed hit a single to center 
fi eld and moved to second 
base after a fi elding error.
A single by Antone pushed 
Reed home, and another error 
moved Antone to second and 
Smith to third. Junior Sara 
Williams secured the win, 
pushing Smith home with a 
single up the middle.
“I think we got the fi rst 
game jitters out, and we start-
ed to play with more confi -
dence,” Reed said. “We still 
have a lot more potential that 
we haven’t tapped into yet 
… As soon as we combine 
everything, hitting and fi eld-
ing, our true team will shine 
through.”
With the Lady Toppers 
traveling to San Diego to face 
Penn State and San Diego 
State on Friday, Perry be-
lieves Western has the right 
pieces to score victories.
“I learned we have fi ght in 
us,” Perry said. “We have the 
ability to win. We know how 
to put it together to win. We 
showed a lot of potential on 





The Lady Toppers (16-9, 10-4 Sun Belt 
Conference) have won 11 of their last 14 
games, and Brown is averaging 10.7 points 
and 10.5 rebounds per game.
So life is good.
“I love the game,” Brown said. “I eat, 
sleep and breathe the game, and when you 
can do that and actually have fun and not 
just say, ‘Oh, it’s something I do, and it’s a 
job,’ that means a lot,” Brown said.
Ask Brown what she enjoys the most on 
the court, and you’ll get a simple answer 
— rebounding.
She broke her own school record for 
most rebounds in a game last Wednesday 
with a 16-point, 24-rebound performance 
against Arkansas State — a feat that didn’t 
shock ASU Head Coach Brian Boyer.
“I’m getting where I’ve been in this a 
long time, and I’ve never seen a rebounder 
like Arnika Brown,” Boyer said. “I’m talk-
ing of all the teams we’ve played — the 
top-20 teams or whatever. She is a phe-
nomenal rebounder — phenomenal.”
Brown’s scoring average is down nearly 
four points from last season, but it’s not re-
ally something that concerns her.
“I’m not one of those people — I don’t 
have to come in and put up 30 points,” she 
said. “I kind of feel like my rebounding is 
going to stand out more than me putting up 
30 points.”
But Head Coach Mary Taylor Cowles 
admits that more scoring from her senior 
wouldn’t be a bad thing.
That was obvious against the Red 
Wolves, when Brown totaled eight points 
and seven rebounds in overtime to push 
Western to an 83-78 win over ASU.
“Obviously we’re better when Arnika’s 
involved, whether it be scoring points, 
layups around the basket, going to the 
boards — defensively, offensively,” 
Cowles said. “We’re just a whole lot better 
and a more complete team when we have 
her as a factor.”
But for now, Brown’s going to keep 
having fun.
Her career rebounding average (10 per 
game) stands as a Lady Topper record, and 
she’s just along for the ride.
“That’s something I can tell my little 
kids — you know, ‘Your mother was the 
best rebounder,’ and talk a little trash,” 
Brown said. “It’s just a great feeling. I’m 
just very happy to be going out as a senior 
and to be the leading rebounder. What more 
can you ask for?” 
BROWN
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
I eat, sleep and 
breathe the game, 
and when you can do 
that and actually have 
fun and not just say, 
‘Oh, it’s something I 
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Senior forward Arnika Brown likes to have a 
good time.
But she also likes to win.
“I’m not really a big, big talker, but once you get to 
know me, I won’t shut up,” Brown said. “I’m a very 
fun person to be around. I’ll make you laugh all day 
long, but once I step on the court, it’s business.”
Even when Brown is in business mode, she says 
you’ll still hear her on the court.
“Fans like excitement — who doesn’t?” she said. 
“Nobody wants to see a boring game with everyone just 
standing around, so I’ve always been the player to get out 
there and holler and yell on an ‘and-one,’ and I just jump 
on my teammates a little bit, and like we call it — throw 
a party on the fl oor.”
Not all of Brown’s time at Western has been fun 
and games, however.
Brown was arrested in August 2008 and charged 
with 11 counts of third-degree criminal possession of 
a forged instrument and fi ve counts of theft by decep-
tion under $300.
The legal proceedings stemming from the arrest 
didn’t conclude until last October with Brown accept-
ing a plea agreement of two years probation, 50 hours 
community service and $600 in restitution and court 
cost payments. 
Brown said she dealt with the legal issues the best way 
she could, learned from them and is now in the home 
stretch of an enjoyable senior season.
FOR THE LATEST IN
TOPPER SPORTS:
chhtoppertalk.wordpress.com
A season after coming within two in-
nings of winning the Oxford Regional and 
advancing to the Super Regionals of the 
NCAA baseball tournament, junior catcher 
Matt Rice said Western will be disappoint-
ed if the team doesn’t get 
back to that point.
“Our goal of getting to 
the regional and advanc-
ing to the Super Regional 
is there, because our pro-
gram is at a point where 
that is possible for us and 
certainly a goal for us,” 
Rice said.
The Toppers will have 
to build on last year’s 42-
win season though fi ve 
players left to play pro-
fessional ball.
The Toppers will have 
to replace their power hit-
ters, as the fi ve who left 
accounted for 59 home 
runs last season.
“You replace those 
kids with your other kids 
being a year older, bigger and stronger and 
more experienced and improved,” Head 
Coach Chris Finwood said.
Senior fi rst baseman Jake Wells said 
Western isn’t trying to replace the power 
it lost but is working on other ways to get 
runs across the plate.
“It’s not going to be more of hitting 
home runs this year,” Wells said. “It’s go-
ing to be more of hitting doubles, hitting 
singles, moving runners and manufactur-
ing runs.”
With the absence of power in the lineup, 
Finwood said they’ll look to other ways to 
score runs.
“We will bunt more than we did last 
year, we will run more than we did last 
year, and we are capable of doing those 










Only once this season has Western pieced together a 
four-game winning streak.
Yet if the chips don’t fall just right in the Sun Belt 
Conference Standings over the next two weeks, the 
Toppers will have to do it again to make the NCAA 
Tournament.
Western (15-12, 8-6 Sun Belt) sits fourth place in the 
Sun Belt’s East Division — 2 ½ games from the confer-
ence’s No.-1 spot and 1 ½ games from landing in third, 
which is the difference between having to win three or 
four games in the Sun Belt Conference Tournament.
Because of that, senior guard A.J. Slaughter said ev-
ery game is a must win.
“Every game from now on counts — counts big — 
especially in the situation we’re in,” Slaughter said. 
“We need to go out and try to win all these games that 
we’ve got coming up.”
To win out, the Toppers will have to overcome their 
Achilles’ heel — road games.
Western’s home slate ends on Thursday night against 
South Alabama, and the Toppers then travel to play Ar-
kansas State, Florida Atlantic and Florida International 
before the conference tournament.
The best is yet 
to come — at least, 
that is the hope for 
the Lady Topper 
softball team.
Western’s start 
to the 2010 sea-
son did not go as 
planned, as the 
Lady Tops opened 
with a 1-2 record 
in the South Ala-
bama Mardi Gras 
Tournament in 
Mobile, Ala., last 
weekend.
Senior Lind-
say Antone said being shutout by both 
Lipscomb 3-0 and SIU-Edwardsville 1-0 
proved the Lady Toppers have not yet 
shown their potential.
“We’re capable of much more than 
what we’re showing,” Antone said. “We 
have the tools to go a long way. We just 










Brown rebounds on, off  the court
By ZACH GREENWELL
sports@chherald.com
Toppers facing 'must-win' 











SEE PLAY, PAGE 9
SEE MUST, PAGE 8
SEE DEFENSE, PAGE 9
ARMANDO SANCHEZ/HERALD
Senior forward Arnika Brown grabs a rebound over Arkansas State senior guard Ebonie Jeff erson during Western's 83-78 game at Diddle 
Arena on Wednesday, Feb. 7.
SEE BROWN, PAGE 9
Senior guard A.J. Slaughter shot for 21 points against Arkansas 
State last Thursday. Western won with fi nal score of 79-68.
LANCE BOOTH/HERALD
